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The Course: Technology and Inquiry for In-Service Teachers Example activity: Crowd-sourcing and processing resource links
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The Design: Two strands, interconnecting scripts

Collaborative Workbench: Supporting small teams in MOOCs
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Students in MOOCs come with very different expectations
and commitment. We wanted to cater to both learners who
wanted to follow a more traditional MOOC (videos and
discussions), and learners ready for a more intensive
experience of working 1n small teams to produce a
scaffolded collaborative product. But we also wanted to
ensure that both these groups mutually benefitted from each
other’s participation.
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This Web-environment is called the “Collaborative Workbench®, and its a place we have designed where you can work with remcote peers from your
SIG to develop o lesson design.
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have added (Etherpad allows all members to type at the same time on the document).

In future weeks, we will acd a fourth tab, called “Wiki™ - where you will be able to move your Etherpad ideas into a more permanent format,

although stil editable and improvable (only one person at a time can edit your team's wiki page).
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The weekly activities around a common
theme prepared students for the inquiry
activities, which consisted of inter-
dependent scripts, as shown below.

methods and construction process., | « « » 3dd your response here (delete this line of texd) - - -

love to learn something new.

To enable small teams of students who had never met to do complex creative work together, we
designed a collaborative workbench, which aimed to present all the relevant information and
tools required 1n a single interface.

Theoretical introduction School perspective Classroom teacher perspective

For example, a student might have
watched videos about collaborative
learning, done a personal reflection on
collaborative learning, discussed 1n his

Students began with a weekly welcome message, outlining the weekly task. Some tabs featured
ideas from the other students, such as crowd-sourced resources, or peer-review feedback.

Special Interest Group, and then in the Cless Waih videos Etherpads (collaborative writing tool) were used as internal scratchpad, supplied with new
weekly inquiry activities, 1s asked to peer- prompts each week, and a wiki page was used to capture the public product in progress. We
review an in-progress lesson design: Sroup (816) oy o[~ added new headlines (prompts) to the lesson design template each week, reflecting the growing
“How can this lesson design incorporate sophistication of the design task (from topic and target group, to pedagogy, collaboration,
more collaborative learning”. assessment, equity, etc).

Technology configuration, embedding external tools in EdX

- We built a number of external activities, which we integrated into EdX using the LTI protocol.
Community knowledge base ——
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